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Greetings Te Haahi Weteriana, tēnā koutou katoa, 

We hope you are all well, and safe at home.  The good news this week is that President Setaita and Maika have 
now completed their 14 days of isolation after returning from overseas.  This means they are both well and now 
back home with family.   

Over the last week we have seen the resources that have been compiled by many people and are available to 
everyone on the Methodist Church of New Zealand website and the facebook page.  We have been impressed by 
the way presbyters, deacons and lay people are working together in support of each other and our communities, 
and in sharing of these resources with each other.  This week’s reflection is one that Vice President Nicola shared 
in a series of recorded daily devotionals with the Devonport Methodist parish. 

One of the helpful things we observed this week was a blog by Deacon Greg Kandra. He commenced his blog by 
asking; how can we publicly acknowledge Palm Sunday when we are in lockdown.  He then went on to share a 
Facebook post from the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit page.  We thought it was a good idea and now share it 
with you. 

“What if everyone on Sunday April 5th in the morning, puts a branch on the door of their house or in the window 
to celebrate Palm Sunday? 

It could be any green branch you can get.  This would help, despite the social distancing, to be connected as we 
enter into the Holiest of weeks.  The question for each of us – do we want to join?  We may be physically 
isolated, but not separated.  We are united as the body of Christ.” 

The risk is at the moment that if we keep all our attention focused on Covid-19 when this period of isolation will 
end, we will miss what is currently unfolding in our lives, we will miss the many moments when God is present 
with us that we will never get again.  It is important that we live in this world right now. 

As we enter into Holy week, a timely reminder to think about where we are in the story? Are we in the parade and 
shouting “Hosanna” or are we on the sidelines, afraid to take part? 

We remind each of us that it is Christ’s humility, obedience and love for the world that he came to save us all.  
Let us also be reminded as we enter into Holy week of our own need for humility, obedience and love for one 
another.   

Stay safe, stay home, stay connected and save lives. 

’Ofa atu fau, Nga mihi nui. 
Se t a i t a  a n d  Ni co la  
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.    

Zechariah 9:9  
 
We are about to enter holy week with Palm Sunday. In 
doing so we are reminded again of how the empire of 
God, whose nearness Jesus came to proclaim and 
embody, looks to welcome quite a “different kind of 
King”. 
 
What kind of King did the crowd expect?  
What kind of God do we look to welcoming this Palm 
Sunday? 
 
The focus of Zechariah and for Jesus is not on 
militaristic conquering, but on the power of justice.  
 
I am currently reading a book called “Entering the 
Passion of Jesus”.  It is written by Amy-Jill Levine 
who is Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies 
at Vanderbilt Divinity school.  In her book she notes 
that when Zechariah and then Matthew describe the 
coming king as “humble” the term does not mean 
“meek” or “gentle”. This King (being Jesus) does not 
enter with the trappings of royalty or a military parade 
or a 21-gun salute.  That is not the type of rule he 
teaches.   
 
The NSRV version of the bible uses the term ‘Meek’. 
The Greek term translates “Meek” refers to someone in 
authority who does not lord it over others. 
 
I am then reminded of Psalm 37:11 states “But the 
meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace”  This is the 
verse to which Jesus alludes in the Beatituteds when he 
opens with “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth” (Matthew 5:5). 
 
Inheriting the earth requires being humble, not in the 
sense of lowly, but in the sense of being able to listen 

to others, to share resources, to prioritize community 
rather than authority, to serve rather than to be served. 
 
As I reflect on this, and also on what we have seen of 
the leaders of our country, I feel privileged to live 
where we do.  I contrast our Governments response of 
putting people first, to that of other countries and feel 
that our Governments leadership has been inspiring.  
Last week the President and I sent a letter to our 
government thanking them for just this. 
 
I also think that our Governments leadership has 
inspired many in our communities to react in a similar 
way, in fact many of us. In my own neighbourhood it 
was the birthday of a 6-year old boy this week.  His 
parents had planned a birthday party for him and he 
was looking forward to it.  Of course, it was cancelled. 
In getting to know neighbours, his story was told and 
of his disappointment.  The day of his birthday, 30 
houses in the small streel decorated their letterboxes 
with balloons, put birthday messages to this young boy 
in their windows, on the footpath and the young boy 
knew that he was loved.  
 
On Monday this week I read an article in stuff entitled 
Together apart.  It told a story of a nation shut down in 
its effort to squash Covid-19, and kiwi’s sticking 
together through compassion and kindness.  Stories of 
communities coming together, strangers becoming 
friends and hope for the future. 
 
It seems to me that we are currently living through the 
true meaning of Easter. We have been granted the gift 
of time to reflect on this season and listen to what God 
is saying to us.  If we look closely, we can see God 
with us in these times of turmoil and uncertainties and 
helping us to rediscover again what it means to be an 
Easter people. 
 
Save lives, stay home, be kind. 
 

Nicola Teague Grundy 
Vice President

 
Prayer for this week 

 
We admit to you, Lord God, 

What we hesitate to admit to each other: 
That we cannot manage our own lives. 

We try to cover all bases, 
We allow for every contingency, 

We screen out every surprise that may threaten. 
Yet still we are chased by some lurking shame, 

We are caught in web-net unanticipated, 
We are thrown by tangential probes unforeseen. 

We cannot get out hands on the full processes of history;  
we are players in a drama of authorship out of reach. 
So, Lord God, righteous deliverer, creator of refuge, 
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We turn to you in our dithered confusion, 
We appeal to you in our confession of uncontrolledness, 

We cry out to you our acquiescence in a drama tainted by anarchy. 
And we hang on these words, 

“Into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
Amen 

 
© Psalm 31: 1-5, Grant us your Peace, by Rev David Grant  
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